A  GREAT ENGLISHMAN

French, he dared everything, and, chaining victory to his
standards, saved the British settlements from destruc-
tion. In the second period he studied the interests of
the Company without neglecting his own ; and, while
giving an Empire to England, sullied his fair fame by an
act of treachery which is without excuse. During the
third, in his mature manhood, he manifested a sincere
desire to reform abuses, and rendered services of trans-
cendent value to his country by consolidating the
Empire he had won. In England, during his lifetime,
the hero of Arcot was welcomed with applause : the
victor of Plassey was an object of envy and jealousy ;
and the reformer of the civil and military services in
Bengal was held up to public execration. Among the
many illustrious me_n India has produced none is greater
than the first of her soldier-statesmen, whose successful
career marks an era in the history of England and of
the world. Great in council, great in war, great in his
exploits, which were many, and great in his faults,
which were few, Olive will ever be remembered as the
man who laid deeply the foundations of our Indian
Empire, and who in* a time of national despondency
restored the tarnished honour of the British arms.